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Just Ignore it and It Will Go Away – Right?
By Barbara Hegreberg

And just like a repentant preschooler who asks for a 

hug, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness." – 1 John1:9 NIV - But I am not 

te l l ing you that  God 

ignores our sin. Rather 

that,

As a preschool teacher, I have found there are times 
that I have to ignore certain behaviors in order to 
stay engaged with the rest of the class. The tricky 
part is learning which behaviors will self-correct 
when they are ignored, and 
when I need to step in with 
the appropriate correction. 
As Christ-followers, we 
are all a little bit like one of 
my 4-year-old's, who is 
running laps around the 
classroom, instead of 
sitting on the carpet for 
circle time. Am I right? We 
a r e  s t i ff - n e c k e d  & 
stubborn people who 
prefer to do things our own 
way instead of following 
the classroom rules (translated – boundaries) that 
The Teacher has set for each of us. But there is 
hope! The Bible tells us –

"The Lord is not slow in 

keeping his promise, as 

s o m e  u n d e r s t a n d 

slowness. Instead he is 

patient with you, not 

w a n t i n g  a n y o n e  t o 

perish, but everyone to 

come to repentance." 

2 Peter 3:9 NIV

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." Romans 
6:23 NIV

So, dear reader, we each need to ask ourselves, 

"Am I running around the room or sitting at the feet 

of Jesus?" Paying attention to His still small voice 

makes a big difference, because when we do, He 

will guide us through all the rest of our days!

Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, 
not in books alone, but in every leaf in spring-time." 

Martin Luther



It is interesting that in generations past no 
one thought much about what to call a particular 
storm. But in 1953, the National Hurricane Center 
figured out that naming 
a storm got people's 
attention. Since the 
p o i n t  o f  t h e i r 
forecasting was to help 
folks prepare, they 
decided that naming 
was a pretty important 
thing! The same is true 
for our spiritual storms. 
O n e  t h i n g  I  h a v e 
learned as I have gotten 
older is that we rarely 
face the same storm twice. Circumstances I faced 
as a twenty-five-year-old with toddlers running 
around our apartment were certainly different from 
waiting up late nights waiting for them to come 
home when they were teenagers. Today our 
children have children of their own who are 
teenagers and we lay awake some nights praying 

for them. Someone once said, "The more things 
change, the more they remain the same." But the 
real truth of the matter is that our storms really do 
change both in kind as well as ferocity and the only 
thing that remains the same is Jesus. Even though it 
may seem that He is asleep while we are going 
through life threatening circumstances, the truth is 
that He knows what we are going through and He is 
ready to come and help when we cry out to Him. No 

matter what our storm 
is named today, we are 
never forgotten, or 
abandoned. Jesus gave 
His life on the cross as 
the sky darkened and 
t h e  e a r t h  s h o o k 
beneath His feet. But as 
the blood flowed down 
the timbers, from the 
nail that pierced His 
hands and feet, Jesus 
c r i e d  o u t ,  " I t  i s 

finished!" The cross has finished everything we 
need to deliver us from our storm, to still our seas 
and to calm the trouble around us. No matter what 
our storm's name we can know that He loves us, He 
cares about our problems He is showing us new 
ways to trust Him, no matter what name of the 
hurricane that lies ahead!

And a great windstorm arose, and the waves 
were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was 

 already filling.But he was in the stern, asleep on 
the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, 
"Teacher, do you not care that we are 
perishing?" Mark 4:37-38 ESV

What is the Name of Your Storm?
By Peter Caligiuri
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"We will never wake God up from a nap, and we will never 

interrupt the Almighty during an important meeting. Our God is 

waiting for us to call and is eager to show us everything we need to know." 

Zach Schaar from The Secret Place Winter 2023
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